


Networking/Refreshments  

Welcome and Overview
Emcee: Sherry Hirota, CEO, Asian Health Services

Special Remarks: 
Alameda County Supervisor Keith Carson
Alameda County Supervisor Wilma Chan
Brandon Baranco, Assemblymember Tony Thurmond

Shattering the API Model Minority Myth: Eddy 
Zheng, Co-Chair, Asian Prisoner Support 
Committee (APSC)

API Youth Data (prepared by Asian Health Services, 
Banteay Srei, The Spot, AYPAL): Joshua Lee, 
Program Director, AYPAL and Nkavj Iab Yang, Program 
Director, Banteay Srei

Videos
Ben Wang, Co-Chair, Asian Prisoner Support 
Committee (APSC) 

Roots Program, Asian Prisoner Support Committee 

Panel Discussion: “Reversing the Pipeline”
Moderated by Eddy Zheng

Migration/Immigration: Sou Saechao and
Spencer Pulu, AYPAL Youth Alumni

Education: Vinh Trinh, former Principal, Oakland
Unified School District

Criminal Justice: Harrison Seuga, Re-Entry
Director, APSC

Deportation: Aelam Khensamphanh, Former
Juvenile Lifer, APSC

Mental Health: Robin Gurun, Mental Health
Advocate, Community Health for Asian
Americans (CHAA)

Questions and Answer Session

A Call to Action and What’s Next:
Eddy Zheng, Sherry Hirota
Assemblymember Rob Bonta
James Head (tentative)

Closing Comments

PROGRAM



The API Men and Boys Forum was 
held on April 8, 2016 at the Elihu M. 
Harris State Building in Oakland. The 
purposes of the Forum were to:

•Raise awareness and increase 
learning about important issues impact 
the Asian and Pacific Islander 
American boys and men such as the 
migration/immigration, education, 
criminal justice and deportation 
pipeline.

•Identify strategies to reverse the 
pipeline and build alliances with those 
most affected.

The group was welcomed by 
Moderator, Sherry Hirota, and opening 
remarks were presented by several 
local and state officials.

Eddy Zheng, Co-Chair of the Asian 
Prison Support Committee, provided 
an introduction and context for the 
evening’s program.



We had a presentation on API Youth 
Data, which was prepared by Asian 
Health Services, Banteay Srei, The 
Spot, AYPAL): Joshua Lee, Program 
Director, AYPAL and Nkavj Iab Yang, 
Program Director, Banteay Srei. The 
data emphasized the importance of 
advocating for disaggregated date 
related to our communities.

Following the presentation were two 
videos (1) by Ben Whang, filmmaker 
and Co-Chair of the Asian Prison 
Support Committee and (2) by 
SEAFN about the ROOTS program in 
San Quentin.  

Eddy Zheng then introduced the 
panel presenters who provided their 
stories and experience vis a vis the 
pipeline.  







Assemblymember Rob Bonta thanked the group for its work and supported the need for disagreggated data and health 
for all. 

Following a brief Question and Answer session, the forum closed with a Call to Action by Sherry Hirota and James Head, 
President/CEO of the East Bay Community Foundation.



Participants provided input on the forum: Kisses, Misses, and Outside of the Box Ideas and Comments. 
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